Vaccine recommendations for Dogs:

WHY VACCINATE? 

Many serious pet diseases can be prevented by vaccination. Even if always kept indoors, your pet can be exposed to diseases carried in the air, dust or on clothing. Vaccination is inexpensive protection against costly treatment or premature death of your pet. 
The following is a list of canine vaccines provided by Shoreline Animal Hospital:  Please note that every vaccine protocol is tailored to YOUR individual pet.  Because every pet has different levels of exposure to specific diseases, each vaccine protocol is examined to ensure the appropriate level of coverage.
Rabies Virus:

· What is Rabies?  Rabies is a FATAL viral infection of the nervous system that attacks all warm-blooded animals, including humans.  Rabies is a public health risk and a personal risk to all pet owners.  Because there is no cure for Rabies, vaccination is your pet’s only protection. 

· How is Rabies transmitted?  Transmission to dogs as well as to people generally occurs through bite wounds from an infected animal.  

· Who should be vaccinated for Rabies?  Every dog is required by law to be current on Rabies vaccination.  Even dogs kept indoors can come into contact with a Rabies carrier that enters the house, garage, basement or attic.
Distemper:

· What is Distemper?  Distemper is the shortened name for Canine Distemper Virus which is a widespread, highly contagious disease that is usually fatal in dogs.  Symptoms include vomiting, diarrhea, decreased appetite, fever, respiratory signs (coughing) as well as nervous system signs (seizures, partial paralysis).

· How is Distemper transmitted?  Distemper spreads through all body secretions (especially respiratory) and is highly contagious.  Dogs can contract Distemper from other dogs as well as certain wildlife such as raccoons, skunks, fox, wild dogs and related species.
· Who should be vaccinated for Distemper?  Because the disease is so widespread and nearly every dog will be exposed to Distemper at some point in their lives, every dog should be vaccinated.

· What is in the “Distemper” vaccination?  The “Distemper” vaccination is actually a combination vaccine protecting against Adenovirus, Parainfluenza virus and Parvovirus in addition to Distemper in one injection.
Parvovirus:

· What is Parvovirus?  Parvovirus is a highly contagious, widespread disease that can be fatal in dogs.  Symptoms include vomiting, diarrhea (often bloody), fever, depression, decreased appetite and rapid weight loss.  The death rate is especially high in young dogs.
· How is Parvovirus transmitted?  Parvovirus spreads through direct contact with infected feces.  A dog that recovers from the disease remains a “carrier” spreading the virus in its feces for several months.

· Who should be vaccinated for Parvovirus?  Because the disease is so widespread and nearly every dog has a potential of exposure to Parvovirus, all dogs should be vaccinated.

Infectious Canine Hepatitis:
· What is Infectious Canine Hepatitis?  Infectious Canine Hepatitis is a viral disease of dogs and related species caused by Canine Adenovirus 1 (CAV-1).  Symptoms include fever, vomiting, diarrhea, decreased appetite, ocular signs, central nervous system signs and signs of liver failure.  Infection can lead to anything from mild infection to death.
· How is CAV-1 transmitted?  CAV-1 can be shed in urine, saliva and feces and is spread through ingestion or inhalation.  
· Who should be vaccinated for Hepatitis?  All dogs should be vaccinated against this disease.  Puppies are most at risk of infection.  Luckily, vaccination has controlled this disease for many years, making it rarely seen by veterinarians today.
Infectious Canine Tracheobronchitis (Kennel Cough):
· What is Kennel Cough?  Kennel Cough is a highly contagious upper respiratory infection that causes a persistent dry, hacking cough.  Symptoms can be mild to severe and may last for several weeks.  Kennel Cough can be caused by several different disease agents including:  Canine Parainfluenza virus and Bordetella bronchiseptica as well as others.

· How is Kennel Cough transmitted?  Kennel Cough is spread through respiratory secretions and is generally contracted through inhalation.

· Who should be vaccinated for Kennel Cough?  Any dog that will have a high exposure to Kennel Cough should be vaccinated.  This includes dogs that go to boarding kennels, groomers, day care, socialization/obedience classes or have exposure to large groups of dogs.

· What is in the Kennel Cough vaccination?  The Kennel Cough vaccination contains protection against Bordetella bronchiseptica.  Protection against Parainfluenza virus is provided in the Distemper vaccination.  
Lyme disease:

· What is Lyme disease?  Lyme disease is caused by the bacteria Borrelia burgdorferi.  Symptoms include lameness, joint swelling, joint pain, fever and decreased appetite.  Secondary complications of Lyme disease include kidney, heart and neurologic disease.  Lyme disease is extremely common on the Connecticut shoreline and in some instances it can be fatal.  
· Who should be vaccinated for Lyme disease?  Any dog that has any exposure to ticks should be vaccinated for Lyme disease.
· How is Lyme disease transmitted?  Lyme disease is transmitted through the bite of an infected deer tick.  Deer ticks are very small (about the size of a pin head) and difficult to see.  In general, the tick needs to be attached for 24 to 48 hours for transmission of Lyme disease to occur.
· Could I catch Lyme disease directly from my dog?  No, people must contract Lyme disease through the bite of an infected tick.
Leptospirosis:

· What is Leptospirosis?  Leptospirosis is caused by bacteria and is considered a public health risk.  Leptospirosis causes liver and kidney failure and can be fatal.  It can reside as a low-level infection for months or years, infecting other dogs (or people) while weakening your pet.  
· How is  Leptospirosis transmitted?  Animals infected with Leptospirosis shed the bacteria in urine.  Leptospirosis can be spread through most any animal and can accumulate in wet soil and water sources such as ponds.  The bacteria can be contracted through penetration of skin and mucous membranes or ingestion.
· Who should be vaccinated for Leptospirosis?  Because of the public health risk, all dogs should be considered at risk and vaccinated.  Vaccination is especially important for dogs that hunt, swim in stagnant waters or go hiking.

· Could I catch Leptospirosis from my dog?  YES – Leptospirosis is directly contagious from dogs to people through exposure to infected urine.

Giardia:

· What is Giardia?  Giardia is a protozoan parasite that generally causes a chronic, recurrent diarrhea.

· How is Giardia transmitted?  Giardia is transmitted by oral ingestion of cysts, usually from water supplies contaminated with fecal matter from infected animals.

· Who should be vaccinated for Giardia? Dogs with high exposure to wetlands, stagnant waters and woods should be vaccinated for Giardia.

· Could I catch Giardia from my dog?  It has been suggested that cysts shed from infected animals (in feces) can be infective for people.
