Vaccine recommendations for Cats:

WHY VACCINATE? 

Many serious pet diseases can be prevented by vaccination. Even if always kept indoors, your pet can be exposed to diseases carried in the air, dust or on clothing. Vaccination is inexpensive protection against costly treatment or premature death of your pet. 
The following is a list of feline vaccines provided by Shoreline Animal Hospital:  Please note that every vaccine protocol is tailored to YOUR individual cat.  Because every cat has different levels of exposure to specific diseases, each vaccine protocol is examined to ensure the appropriate level of coverage.
Rabies Virus:

· What is Rabies?  Rabies is a FATAL viral infection of the nervous system that attacks all warm-blooded animals, including humans.  Rabies is a public health risk and a personal risk to all pet owners.  Because there is no cure for Rabies, vaccination is your cat’s only protection. 

· How is Rabies transmitted?  Transmission to cats as well as to people generally occurs through bite wounds from an infected animal.  

· Who should be vaccinated forRrabies?  Every cat is required by law to be current on Rabies vaccination.  Even cats kept indoors can come into contact with a Rabies carrier that enters the house, garage, basement or attic.

Feline Panleukopenia (Distemper):

· What is Feline Distemper?  Feline Distemper is a parvovirus infection of cats characterized by sudden onset, depression, fever, vomiting, diarrhea, severe dehydration and high mortality.  The parvovirus is a widespread, highly contagious disease that is usually fatal in cats.  
· How is Feline Distemper transmitted?  Feline Distemper is highly contagious among cats and the virus is extremely stable, surviving for years on contaminated premises.  
· Who should be vaccinated for Distemper?  Because the disease is so widespread and nearly every cat will be exposed to Distemper at some point in their lives, every cat should be vaccinated.

· What is in the “Distemper” vaccination?  The “Distemper” vaccination is actually a combination vaccine protecting against Feline Viral Rhinotracheitis, Calicivirus in addition to Panleukopenia in one injection.

Feline Upper Respiratory Infection (URI):

· What is Feline URI?  Feline upper respiratory diseases can be caused by several different infectious agents including Feline Viral Rhinotracheitis (Feline Herpes virus - 1) and Calicivirus.  Symptoms include sneezing, coughing, nasal discharge, conjunctivitis and oral ulcers.  Death can occur especially in kittens and older immune-compromised cats.
· How is Feline URI transmitted?  Feline URI is transmitted through respiratory secretions and is contracted through oral, intranasal or conjunctival exposure.  It is highly contagious and widespread.  Even indoor only cats are at risk because it can be airborne.  For example, even an outwardly healthy stray cat may be a carrier infecting your pet through a screen window.  Chances are high that your cat will be exposed at some point in its life.
· Who should be vaccinated for Feline URI?  All cats should receive this vaccination which is a component of the Feline Distemper vaccine.

Feline Leukemia Virus (Felv):

· What is Feline Leukemia Virus?  Felv is a retrovirus that causes immunodeficiency and cancer.  It is considered a leading cause of death in cats.  Felv breaks down the cat’s ability to fight off infections of any sort. The cat usually dies of a disease that it would normally be able to resist. 
· How is Felv transmitted?  The virus can be transmitted cat-to-cat via bites, close casual contact, grooming or shared litter boxes/food dishes.  The virus can also be transmitted from an infected cat to her kittens.  Cats can have Felv for years before showing any outward signs of the disease.  Felv is considered 100% fatal as there is no successful treatment.  Infected cats should ALWAYS be kept indoors and in single cat households to limit the chance of spread.
· Who should be vaccinated for Felv?  All cats that have exposure to other cats (especially outdoor cats) should be vaccinated.  Strictly indoor cats are less likely to contract Felv unless they escape outside or their owner’s bring other cats into the household.  ALL CATS should be tested for Felv prior to being introduced to other cats.
Feline Immunodeficiency Virus (FIV):

· What is FIV?  FIV is a retrovirus that causes immunodeficiency disease similar to HIV in people.  It is NOT known to be contagious to people.  FIV breaks down the cat’s ability to fight off infections of any sort.  The cat usually dies of a disease that it would normally be able to resist.
· How is FIV transmitted?  The virus is transmitted through cat-to-cat contact usually by bite wounds.  Additionally it can be spread from an infected cat to her kittens.  Cats can have FIV for many years before showing any outward signs of the disease.  Infected cats should ALWAYS be kept indoors and in single cat households to limit the chance of spread.
· Who should be vaccinated for FIV?  All cats that have exposure to other cats (especially outdoor cats) should be vaccinated.  Cats that have a history of bite wounds and abscesses from outdoor fights are at especially high risk.  Strictly indoor cats are less likely to contract FIV unless they escape outside or their owner’s bring other cats into the household.  ALL CATS should be tested for FIV prior to being introduced to other cats.  In addition, all cats should be tested for FIV prior to getting the vaccination as there is currently no available blood test that will differentiate vaccinated cats from infected cats (ie. Vaccinated cats will test falsely positive for FIV).

Giardia:

· What is Giardia?  Giardia is a protozoan parasite that generally causes a chronic, recurrent diarrhea.

· How is Giardia transmitted?  Giardia is transmitted by oral ingestion of cysts, usually from water supplies contaminated with fecal matter from infected animals.

· Who should be vaccinated for Giardia? Cats with high exposure to wetlands, stagnant waters and woods should be vaccinated for Giardia.  Also, cats that do a lot of hunting should be vaccinated for Giardia.
· Could I catch Giardia from my cat?  It has been suggested that cysts shed from infected animals (in feces) can be infective for people.

